Resolution

CONGRATULATING THE 2008 SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
AWARD WINNERS FROM THE COUNTY OF MAUI

WHEREAS, the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) announced its 21
annual national, regional, state, and county award winners, including eight residents from
the County of Maui; and

WHEREAS, the 2008 Small Business Person of the Year for the State of Hawaii
award winner is Beverly “Bev” Gannon of Hali'imaile General Store, Inc. and Nene
Grill, who started a catering business in her garage over 20 years ago with only three
employees; and

WHEREAS, with innovation, determination, and commitment to excellence, she
has made huge contributions to the tourism and agriculture industries, and currently
directs a remarkably entrepreneurial culinary organization that not only includes the
Hali'imaile General Store, Celebrations Catering, and Joe’s Simply Delicious Food, but
also encompasses cookbooks and consulting services for other restaurants and Hawaiian
Air, providing jobs for more than 128 people and generating millions of dollars in annual
revenues; and

WHEREAS, the 2008 Entrepreneurial Success for the County of Maui award
winner is Richard Ouye, who founded Service Rentals & Supplies in 1970, one of the
oldest and most successful equipment rental businesses on Maui, serving customers from

four commercial properties in Kahului and Lahaina, one of which was financed with an
SBA loan in 1993; and

WHEREAS, due to his outstanding management skills and vision, Service Rentals
& Supplies now employs 51 people and generates millions in annual revenues; and

WHEREAS, the 2008 Family Owned Small Business for the County of Maui
award winner is Neal Hasegawa of Hasegawa General Store, who is the 4" generation
owner of the valued family business that started in 1910 and, despite a fire that destroyed
the store in 1990, has showed resilience and determination by reopening the store in the
old Hana Theatre with new services and an improved mix of products that contributes to
its continued growth, and remains Hana’s one-stop shop; and















